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August 20, 2006
Impostors of Christianity XVI
Attributes of God
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.
To recognize an impostor we must first know the real.  So far we have insisted upon ten points to validate real Christianity.  Now we are looking at some attributes of God that we must also insist are required for such a validation.  A quote of John Calvin is appropriate at this point: “Man is never sufficiently touched and affected by the awareness of his lowly state until he has compared himself with God’s majesty”

So far we have looked at these attributes of God:

1.) God is a triune being



5.) God is omnipresent 
(Covered as one of the Impostors items)

5.) God is personal.
2.) God is love (1 John 4:8)



6.) God is omniscient.
3.) God is Holy, Holy, Holy



7.) God is omnipotent

4.) God is spirit.  
Now let’s look briefly at two attributes of God: He is immutable and sovereign.
Immutable is defined as “not capable of or susceptible to change”.  God will always have all of the above attributes and others in their entirety.  
God never changes.  (The boldness and underlining are mine.)

Psa 55:19 “God will hear and answer them-- Even the one who sits enthroned from of old-- Selah. With whom there is no change, And who do not fear God.”

God being sovereign means that He possesses absolute power or control over everything that exists and over all of the laws governing the actions of those things.  There is not a single particle or photon in the universe over which God does not have control and that is indeed an awesome attribute of God.  When we couple these two attributes we have absolute rest in all aspects of our life as we know that God will never change and that He is absolutely sovereign.  The time and place of my birth, my walk in the world, and my physical death have been known by Him before He created anything.  
Psalms 139:16 “Thine eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Thy book they were all written, The days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them.”

Eph 2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”

The word “sovereign” only appears once in the New American Standard Bible and not at all in the KJV:

1Tim 6:15” which He will bring about at the proper time-- He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords;”
That He is the only sovereign seems appropriate for the word to only appear once!  Obviously there can only be one sovereign for if there were more than one then none of them would actually be sovereign!  
[By the way, the “which” in the verse above is the “appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ”.]
If He were not immutable and sovereign then He could not keep this promise for His children:

Rom 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”
[I elaborate on the above in http://livingtheology.com/Rom828.htm so please read it sometime during this week.]

It is a good idea to now put all of these nine attributes together and think about how wonderful God is and to cherish the information He has given us about Himself.  Knowing that God is immutable gives us confidence in His character as we know that He will always be love, He will always be Holy, He will always be personal, He will always be spirit, He will always be omniscient, He will always be omnipresent and He will always be omnipotent as well as that He will always be sovereign over every particle and every force in the universe.
These two attributes of God and the coupling of all of them give me so much peace and joy and comfort in this world that of itself offers none of those values.  The morality of the world changes daily but God’s character – and therefore ethics – never change.  Praise the Lord for His mercy for choosing us as His children and I pray for this peace to be with you forcefully all week in all circumstances:
Phil 4:7 “And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

